200      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
The <c Standard " (October 4):
Queen Alexandra,  it is rumoured,  has con-
sented to the preparation without any further loss
of time of an authorised " Life of King Edward vn.,"
and it is stated that the work will be confided to
Viscount Knollys.   It is an open secret that Sir
Sidney Lee's estimate of the late King in the pages
of the penultimate volume of the '"Dictionary of
National Biography " has been received with quali-
fied approval in influential quarters.   Lord Knollys
has been associated more or less closely with the
Court since 1868, and was Private Secretary to his
late Majesty as Prince and King for no less than
forty years.   It stands to reason, therefore, that
no one now alive is in a better position from in-
timate and confidential knowledge to deal not only
with the personal characteristics, but the public
activities at home and abroad, of a Monarch who
as Prince and Sovereign did more for the welfare
of the nation than is commonly supposed, and
whose reign was all too short.
The " Sunday Times " (October 6):
It is now possible to announce that during the
past few days a very important step has been
taken in connection with the " authorised " bio-
graphy of the late King. This is to place the whole
of such private papers as His Majesty left behind
him,, which the present King and Queen Alexandra
deemed suitable for publication, in the hands of
Viscount Esher, who is to have the general control
of the writing of the book. It was at first thought
that Viscount Knollys was the most suitable
person to undertake the work of compiling the
book, but his lordship asked to be excused.
Viscount Esher, as part author of the official